Long-term results and current indications in femoropopliteal vascular reconstructions.
The current indications to and long-term results of the femoropopliteal by-passes are analysed. The absolute indication is critical ischaemia with rest pain or trophic change i.e. ulcers and gangrene. The most important factor influencing the long-term results is the nature of the graft per se. The indications, arteriographic run-off, site of anastomosis, earlier femoropopliteal operations all exert a major influence on the late results, particularly prosthetic grafts are used. The results indicate the need for more prospective studies with careful monitoring of different variants in order to better understand the role of the femoropopliteal by-pass in the palliation of infra-inguinal atherosclerotic occlusive disease.